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March 4, 2019

Chairman Petryk and members of the Assembly Committee on Workforce Development:

My name is Kim Kaukl, I am the Executive Director of the Wisconsin Rural Schools Alliance (WiRSA). I am writing on behalf of Wisconsin Rural Schools Alliance (WiRSA) members in support of AB 23. Our organization represents and supports over 215 members with 153 rural school districts, several CESAs, technical colleges, universities, businesses and individual members. 

Our organization recently registered in support of the Senate companion bill SB 16 and we will be doing the same on AB 23. We feel the increase appropriations provided in this bill will strengthen an established and help it grow.  As a former high school principal, I know how important these grants were in growing and strengthening our Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs. Programs like this one, help rural districts continue to provide strong CTE instruction to build a well-trained workforce for our communities, region and state. The passage of AB 23 will allow rural schools districts to partner with their local or regional workforce partners to build on an already strong network and pipeline to meet the workforce needs in their local communities, region and state. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, AB 23 will allow for districts and communities to upgrade and/or expand their programs, equipment, technology and physical space to best meet the workforce needs of their community, region and/or state.  Therefore, WiRSA strongly supports this bill and is asking for your support of AB 23.

Thank you for your time and taking my written testimony into consideration,

Kim Kaukl
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